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Pierre Michoud going over electronic boards of Penelope.

Electronics boards in camera right side cover

Electronic board in bottom housing. Motor seen above.Magazine drive motor seen in center.
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There’s the apocryphal story of Mother Theresa, who, when asked by God what wish she would like granted, said “To end all poverty 
and hunger.” God said she could have one more wish. Mother Theresa said, “What I really want to be is a film director.” What Jean-
Pierre Beauviala really wanted to be, I think, was an architect. Here he is amid renovations on his apartment.

Combined over the last 30 years from many apartments in a historic building originally built by the king’s “procureur general” in 
1560, the sprawling complex offers marvelous views over Grenobl and the Alps beyond.

So that’s how they made spiral staircases, here in wood. Stone 
stairs are made the same way--a solid piece for each step, includ-
ing the supporting center.



Aug 200914

The Aaton K film recorder records 2k and 4k digital images onto color intermediate, release print, b & w separation,
and all reversal/negative camera stocks. It is assembled in a separate, modern building on the outskirts of town. It uses a movement 
similar to Penelope for steadiness to 3 microns. (Below, left) Patrice Lavergne and JP.

Aaton K
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The Aaton K development team, left to right:  
Gaëlle Giuliani, Ke-Hua, Christian Crolle, Thierry Baud, Frédéric Nodeau
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A short 10 minute drive from Aaton, the Grand Hôtel d’Uriage-
les-Bains in the hills above Grenoble is a delightful place to 
stay. Its thermal hot springs date back to Roman times. A castle 
crowns hill above the peaceful small village, with its Napoléon 
III architecture, charming park, tennis courts and manicured 
park. Many of the delightfully modern rooms in the hotel (helix 
staircase) are named after famous guests and film personalities 
who stayed there:  Coco Chanel, Stendhal, Colette, Sacha Guitry, 
Truffaut, Jean Reno, Barbara Hendricks...

Christophe Aribert, imaginative chef, and his team of 15, 
prepare amazing dinners in the hotel’s famous, 2-star restaurant, 
Les Terrasses. 

If you go...
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(Left:) Second Empire architecture of the belle epoque baths, 
now used for physical therapy. The spa has relocated to the hotel.

For lunch or dinner, 2 blocks from Aaton: Fantin-Latour 18-36 
Brasserie.
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